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Earthworks Design 

Now pretend you are a Hopewell architect and design your own earthwork! 
Use a pencil to draw it in the space below. Use your imagination. Below are 
suggestions to follow if you want some ideas. 

• Draw another circle smaller than the one already there. Erase one spot in your
new circle to create an opening for people.

• Draw one square that is a little larger than your circle.
• Draw an octagon a little bigger than your square.
• Erase all the corners of the square and octagon so people can come in and out.
• Connect some openings in the shapes with parallel walls to serve as

passageways for visitors. (Parallel walls may curve.)
• Draw some burial mounds in the circles. Fill them in solid.
• Draw more very tiny people to show how big the earthwork is.
• Draw a river flowing nearby with some very tiny canoes on it.
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#8 Mound City Maze

Help the Junior Ranger find her way through Mound City! 

Outside of the wall, the earthwork builders dug 8  pits.  What do you think these pits 
were used for?  

___________________________________________________________________ 
Why is it important to preserve ancient earthworks?  

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Now look at the real Mound City earthworks. Mound City is famous for having so 
many mounds enclosed by an earthen wall.   

How many mounds can you see? ____  About how high do you think the wall is? ______ 
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In & Under a Mound 

Hopewell mounds are not just heaps of dirt. If you could see inside a buria l 
mound, you would see many different layers. You would also see that the mound 
covers the floor of an ancient wooden building that people were buried in. Can you 
label the parts of the burial mound by writing each letter (A-H) in one of the 
white squares? 

Side View 

Top 
View of 
Mound 

• 

A. Thin Sand Layer C. Clay Layer

B. Top Gravel Layer D. Building Floor

-

E. Burial G. Wall Post Hole

F. Fire Basin H. Building Entrance

Busial 

D 

D 

D 

D 
\'v'all Post Hole 

Fire Basin 

Ceiling Po le Ho le 

D 
Building Floor 

D 

D 

D 
Roof Pole Hole 

Base of Mound 

Hint: See 

the Side View 

labels for clues. 
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River Trail 

As you walk along the river trail, take notice of things you see around you. 
To survive in the wild like the Hopewell did, you would need to be very 
observant. Look for things described below and draw pictures of them. 

Draw something that 
grows out of the ground. 

Draw something that 
lives near the river 

Draw something you 
see in the river. 

Draw something you 
see when you look up. 

The Hopewell built all their biggest earthworks next to rivers . .Nlound City is built 

along the __ River. Can you think of 3 reasons why these Native Americans 

would build their earthworks next to rivers? 

1. --

2. ___________________________

3. ___________________________
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Hunters and Gatherers 

Mound City was built next to the Scioto River. Hopewell settlements were 
probably located near rivers too. The Hopewell found most of their food in 
the wild. When the Hopewell lived here, this part of Ohio was mostly cov
ered in old forests with many giant trees. 

As you walk the trail through the forest, look tor grasses, trees, bushes, and other plants 
that might have been sources of food. List them, or draw a picture of a leaf, fruit, or 
nut of a plant they may have eaten. 

What evidence can you find that shows that animals live in this forest? 
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Cotnl)aring the Past 

Now that you have visited the museum, watched the movie 
and hiked around the Mound City Group earthworks, can you 
compare your life to the life of these American Indians living 
here 2,000 years ago? 

Hopewell Culture 

How they got their food: 

Where they bury someone who had died: 

What they did for fun: 

Where they would go for a ceremony: 

You 

How you get your food: 

Where you bury someone who has died: 

What you do for fun: 

Where you would go for a ceremony: 

Who they would go to the ceremony with: Who you would go to the ceremony with: 

Which Hopewell ways of life are similar to yours? 

Which ones are different? 
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